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g) Provisions are made for reasonable accommodation of student needs. 
 

4.2 Assessment practices uphold high academic standards and promote academic integrity. 

a) Grades are determined based on high standards and are applied consistently. 
b) The instructor is ultimately responsible for the assessment of all students’ work, even 

if they are assisted by teaching assistants, graders, or external subject matter experts. 
c) Courses offered with multiple sections should have equivalent levels of workload and 

equivalent assessment tasks. 
d) Instructors are provided with support to develop effective and meaningful assessment 

and feedback strategies. 
 

4.3 Assessment practices are pedagogically sound. 

a) Assessment tasks are aligned with planned learning outcomes. 
b) Assessment tasks may include individual and group work, with assessment criteria that 

explicitly address the basis for individual and group grades.  
c) Students have the opportunity to receive timely and ongoing feedback they can use to 

improve (formative assessment), and feedback used to judge students’ knowledge, 
understanding, and performance at the end of a unit, course, or program to determine 
if they have achieved the learning outcomes (summative assessment). 
 

4.4 Assessment practices allow for valid and reliable judgments about individual student 
learning.  

a) The grading system is criterion-referenced: it is designed to indicate an individual 
student’s achievement of clearly stated learning outcomes. 

b) Ranking students is not the primary goal of assessment.  
c) The average grade and/or distribution of grades for any course, examination, or other 

academic assessment task is not predetermined. 
d) Normally, each course should have more than one graded assessment task, with the 

exception of single-project courses such as undergraduate/graduate thesis courses, 
internships, and individual reading courses. 

 
 

5. RIGHT TO FAIR ASSESSMENT 
 

5.1. It is the responsibility of instructors and students to exercise due diligence in familiarizing 
themselves with the provisions of this Policy and other relevant or applicable 
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5.3. Students must have the opportunity to receive some formative feedback before the 
University’s official course withdrawal (without refund) deadline. 

 

5.4. Students registering for courses during the add/drop period shall be provided alternative 
arrangements for missed assessment tasks (including attendance-based assessment tasks) 
that were due during the add/drop period. 

 
5.5. Instructors must include in the course outline expectations for all assessment tasks, 

including for participation, detailing explicitly the variety of ways in which grades can be 
earned. Details include explicit criteria to describe the key elements of students’ learning. 
Instructors are to provide in writing concrete descriptors for each level of performance 
when the assessment task is formally assigned to students. 

 

5.6. Graded assessment tasks, including third party rereads, must be available to the student 
at no financial cost. Access to assessment tasks must not require the payment of fees other 
than approved course fees. 

 

5.7. Students may view and consult any written assessment, oral assessment (if recorded), or 
other artifact they created for which a grade has been assigned, along with an explanation 
of the grade. This right is available until the end of the following term. 

 

5.8. Successful completion of a specific assessment task may be required to pass a course. In 
such cases, the requirement and a pedagogical justification must be stipulated in the 
course outline and the assessment task must be worth at least 20% of the final course 
grade. 

 

6. COMMUNICATION OF COURSE ASSESSMENT TASKS 
 

6.1. During the first week of a course, students shall be provided with a course outline that 
includes a description of the means of assessment for the course, including assessment 
tasks taking place outside scheduled class time (such as during tutorials, conferences, and 
labs). This description shall include the due date, weight, structure, penalties for 
assessment tasks submitted after a specified due date, and mode of delivery of each 
assessment task contributing to the final grade. Students can be offered a choice of 
alternative assessment tasks, but these should be explicit and available to all students. 

 
6.2. It is the responsibility of students to exercise due diligence in familiarizing themselves 

with the requirements and due dates for the assessment tasks for a course, as well as the 
circumstances that would permit academic accommodation. 
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6.3. In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the control of McGill University, 
assessment tasks in a course are subject to change, provided students are sent adequate 
and timely communications regarding the change. 

 
6.4. If a means of assessment is modified after the add/drop period, students must be given 

the option to decide, by a specified date, whether the original or modified means of 
assessment should apply towards their individual final grade. 

 

6.5. Students shall be permitted to use either English or French in completing any assessment 
task, except for courses in which acquiring proficiency in a particular language is one of 
the learning outcomes, and in-class oral presentations. 

 

6.6. All assessment tasks must have a due date before the last day of Exams as specified in the 
University Calendar. 

 

6.7. In-term assessment tasks must not have due dates scheduled in the last 10 working days 
of classes as specified in the University Calendar, except in these cases:  

 
• Oral examinations in language courses 
• Take-home assessment tasks (such as essays, papers, examinations, problem sets, 

and lab reports) if the questions, topics, and/or instructions are given to students in 
advance (at least 15 working days before the end of classes) 

• Assessment tasks worth 10% or less of the final course grade 
 

6.8. No assessment tasks shall be due during the University’s official fall and winter reading 
breaks. All course content must be covered between the first and last day of classes, 
inclusive, as specified in the University Calendar. 

 

6.9. Corrections or clarifications to instructions or content of any assessment task must be 
documented in a timely manner through University email or the learning management 
system.  

 
7. REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION FOR STUDENTS 

 
7.1. Students requiring disability-related academic accommodations have the right to request 

reasonable accommodation in fulfilling an assessment task in a course in accordance with 
the Policy Concerning the Rights of Students with Disabilities. Students who because of 






